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WELCOME FROM THE CHAIR
Welcome everyone to the 2022 Saskatchewan Young Ag-Entrepreneurs conference and
AGM. We are excited that for the first time in two years, we are able to host an in-person
conference and AGM. We are looking forward to being able to connect with all of you in
person again and hope you find our speaker selection both engaging and stimulating. We
trust that you will be able to gain some valuable knowledge, meet new people and get new
insights.
The Canadian Ag industry has been significantly impacted by COVID from early disruptions
such as labour shortages, supply chain delays, increased health and safety regulations and
changing consumer habits, as restaurants closed and people prepared more meals at
home. And while famers lost an estimated $2.9 billion due to labour shortages, the
resilience of the industry was demonstrated with the GDP rising 7.6% in 2020,
outperforming the Canadian economy. As the 2021 numbers are tallied, we will learn the impact of the widespread drought
across western Canada, which decimated crops and pastures alike. Prices of all grains, pulses, oilseeds as well as feed
grains and hay shot up as supplies dwindled. Farmers who use forward contracting as part of their marketing plans were
stung buying out contracts for grain they could not deliver. Ranchers, watching their pastures burn up, were forced to make
tough decisions about dispersing their herds.
And yet, through it all we saw farm groups come together to lobby government for programs that would help mitigate the
crisis. We saw government, both federal and provincial, respond to the disaster. We saw farmers working with their rancher
neighbours to salvage drought stricken crops. We saw producers adapting to new challenges and changes. We were
grateful for the implementation of technologies and farming practices like bioengineered crops, and minimum tillage, which
helped keep what precious little moisture we did receive in the ground available for crops, and kept our soils from blowing
in the heat and wind.
What are we looking to for 2022? Commodity prices are at an all time high, with new crop contracts available in many
areas already. Along with the high crops prices however, are high input costs and potential supply issues. Soil moisture
remains low, and water modelling is not predicting lots of moisture. Looming energy issues, increases in carbon taxes, fuel
prices and inflation will be on our radar as we prepare for this growing season. Risk management is ever important as we
will see volatility in prices, weather and supply chains. As young farmers, many of us have not lived through significant
droughts and disasters. Our elders have survived and have experience that they are happy to share when asked. Their
sage advice and perspective can provide some context and some inspiration. Grab a grampa or a gramma and grab a
coffee. Spend a bit of time learning how they made it through those tough patches.
Whether we are in crop inputs, finance, tech, equipment, livestock or crop production, challenges are part of our industry.
And we need to be ready to tackle them head on. We have brought together a phenomenal lineup of speakers to inspire
and motivate. We will hear from Alanna Koch, Shaun Haney, Mike Babcock, Chris Beaudry, Tatum Claypool, and Bob
Tosh. We hope all of you are able to have at least one key, tangible and implementable takeaway from the event.
You are the next generation of agricultural leaders. You bring new skills, new innovations and new technologies to the Ag
industry. You will find solutions to the new problems that we will face. SYA continues to invest in development opportunities
for each of you and provides a forum for young Ag professionals to connect and learn.
A heartfelt thank you to all of our sponsors who give us the opportunity to provide members with events such as our
conference. All of us at SYA look forward to welcoming you back to our first big in-person event. We are excited for 2022
and to see what it brings.

Brandt Carter
SYA Chair
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WELCOME FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER
Greetings from the SYA Office,
The past year has presented challenges, but I am proud to say we have worked through and
adapted to the current situation and are back in person for 2022! Highlights from 2021
include hosting a webinar series earlier in the year, held the first ever north and south fall
events in person, and refreshed our mission & vision and built new strategic framework. We
have a board that is eager to serve the membership and sponsors. Please continue to reach
out and let us know what you would like to see at upcoming events. SYA continues to see
new and returning faces to all our events and this is critical for both the sustainability and
growth of the organization. The Proudly Ag Conference is SYA’s signature event of the year,
and we pride ourselves on the success of it. This year is certainly a highly anticipated one
for many! These events would not be possible without the support from the sponsors.
Thank you to all of them who continue to support SYA. This organization continues to be one that is looked to for hosting
educational opportunities and networking that are industry wide. We will be spending the coming months planning for
more SYA events and opportunities and we encourage you to stay up to date through social media and email updates. If
you have any questions, always feel free to contact the office or any director.
Carla Borsa PAg
SYA General Manager

COMMITTEE REPORTS
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
By Shayla Hertz
Governance Committee highlights:
Led efforts to refresh SYA's mission and vision
Reviewed proposed events to ensure they were aligned with strategic direction of SYA
Supported reinstatement of the board committee structure (Governance, Events, Communications, Finance)
Developed Governance Terms of Reference document
Ideated governance training expression of interest format
Met to discuss and build out new SYA strategic framework
Sought out support from governance expert, Trent Fraser, on development of board governance documents,
such as: policies and procedures, constitution, Articles of Incorporation, bylaws, committee terms of reference,
and compliance docs.
We are looking forward to solidifying the SYA strategic plan for 2022-2025 in the new year!

EVENTS COMMITTEE REPORT
By Carlie Bowditch
Greetings from the events committee. It has been a challenging year with restrictions constantly changing. With
that being said, we are so happy to have been able to host some virtual and in person events over the past year.
Highlights include our Proudly Ag Webinar Series through March and April, North and South in-person fall events
and our much-anticipated return to an in-person AGM and Conference in January. We want to thank those of you
who have made it out to these events and look forward to providing quality events in the 2022 year!

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
By Grayson Berting
The communications committee saw the increased engagement that comes along with posts featuring our
membership. This sparked the idea of starting Director takeovers. We have done these on Instagram and
followers enjoy them. To continue highlighting our people, we are also currently working on board of director
videos for SYA promotional use, and will start to showcase our feature members on social media. Our posts are
getting good engagement and reach. We continue to watch trends and uptake and look forward to sharing
more!
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SYA PROUDLY AG
CONFERENCE
AGENDA
Saskatoon Inn & Conference Centre, Saskatoon SK
Thursday, January 6, 2022
1:00
1:30
2:00
2:45
3:00
3:10
3:30
4:15
5:00
6:00
7:00

Registration & Coffee
Welcome & Opening Remarks- SYA Chair Brandt Carter
Greetings from Premier Scott Moe
Alanna Koch- Proudly Leading Ag – We Need You!
Sponsor Feature: SaskCanola
Group Photo
Networking Break
Shaun Haney- 5 Trends To Watch For In 2022
Agtech Panel powered by the Agtech Accelerator
Banquet Networking
Formal Supper
Keynote Speaker: Mike Babcock

Friday January 7, 2022
8:30
Networking Breakfast
9:00
Sponsor Feature: Ministry of Agriculture, SaskTel
9:30
SYA Annual General Meeting
10:15 Chris Beaudry- Is Our Self Care Functional? Mental Health- Is Yours Working For
Or Against You?
11:00 Networking Break
11:15 Roundtable Discussion- Facilitated by Chris Beaudry
11:45 Networking Lunch
12:30 Tatum Claypool- Lending Basics: See Your Operation Through The Eyes of Your
Lender
1:15
Sponsor Feature: SaskPower
1:45
Bob Tosh- Succession Planning- What Would You Do?
2:30
Closing Remarks- SYA Chair Brandt Carter
In lieu of speaker gifts SYA has made a donation to the Do More Ag Foundation.
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SPEAKERS

January 6

ALANNA KOCH
A farmer, industry leader, long-time agriculture champion, former senior government
executive and experienced corporate director, Alanna Koch is the Board Chair of the Global
Institute for Food Security (GIFS) at the University of Saskatchewan. She is on the board of
SeedMaster Manufacturing and the Canadian Agricultural Hall of Fame and is Chair of the
CN Agricultural Advisory Council. She also works with farmers and the agriculture industry
through her consulting company, KoHert Agri Inc. Prior to this, she served as Deputy Minister
to Premier Brad Wall and Cabinet Secretary and was the Saskatchewan Deputy Minister of
Agriculture for nine years. As one of the longest serving Agriculture Deputy Ministers in
Saskatchewan and Canadian history, Alanna worked closely with farmers and industry and

her priority was to build and maintain public trust in agriculture by focusing on science-based decision making and
communicating the benefits of modern tools and technology. Her approach of values-based leadership provided
her with the opportunity to meet and mentor young leaders. Alanna has been involved in the agriculture industry,
both professionally and personally, for most of her life. Before joining government, she was President of the
Canadian Agri-Food Trade Alliance and was a Director with Agricore United (a predecessor of Viterra), and
Executive Director of the Western Canadian Wheat Growers Association. She was on the board of the
Saskatchewan Trade and Export Partnership (STEP) and the Buffalo Plains School Division. She has been widely
recognized for her contributions to the agricultural industry and her community, but her greatest honour was her
induction into the Saskatchewan Agriculture Hall of Fame in 2011 for outstanding achievement in the sector.
Alanna and her husband, Gerry Hertz, farm at Edenwold. They have two grown daughters, Shayla and Keisha.

SHAUN HANEY
Founder of RealAgriculture, Shaun Haney manages one of the leading industry ag media
companies for Canadian farmers and ranchers. RealAgriculture provides the latest in agpolicy, agronomics, current events and farm show features. Shaun is also the host of RealAg
Radio which is broadcast across North America on Rural Radio Channel 147 on SiriusXM
daily at 4:30 PM Eastern. You can follow him on twitter at @shaunhaney or @realagriculture.
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AGTECH PANEL SPEAKERS
JORDAN MCFARLEN

Panel Moderator

Jordan McFarlen is an energetic leader who is passionate about community building, tech
startups, and innovation. He joined Conexus in November 2018 to build, launch, and run
Canada’s first credit union-led tech incubator, Cultivator. In less than 3 years, Cultivator has
helped over 50 high growth companies which have raised over $19million in private capital,
generated over $12million in revenue, and created over 300 jobs.
Jordan brings a unique background to the position coming from the world of education. He
firmly believes in removing the barriers to entrepreneurship and planting the seed early. He
was recently the recipient of the 2021 CCUA National Young Leader Award.

BEN COPELAND
Ben is a fourth generation farmer from Hughton, Saskatchewan. He is still active in the
operation, but splits his time working on the farm with developing a soil sampling alternative
for his company FieldAlytics Canada and the University of Saskatchewan. Their goal is to 5x
the number of soil samples taken in the prairies annually by providing fast and affordable
results.

DANIELLE WILDFONG
Danielle was raised on a farm with a family business in manufacturing. She has 14 + years of
experience in the agribusiness industry and consulting farm business to create visionary
strategies. She is highly connected to producers and has an intimate understanding of their
needs, displaying a keen ability to translate them into entrepreneurial strategies.
She has a Commerce degree and a Family Enterprise Advisor designation. She volunteers
with the University of Saskatchewan Ag College and sits on the National Board for the
Canadian Association of Farm Advisors (CAFA) and farms with her partner in Leask, SK. For
fun they enjoy flying, motorcycling, snowmobiling, yoga and cooking.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER
MIKE BABCOCK
Mike Babcock joins the Huskies after spending the past 17 seasons in the NHL, including
guiding the Detroit Red Wings to the Stanley Cup championship in 2008 and coaching
Canada to back-to-back Olympic gold medals in 2010 and 2014. Babcock is the only coach
in hockey history to have won the Stanley Cup, Olympic gold, the World Cup, the world
hockey championship and the world junior championship.
Babcock previously coached collegiate hockey at Red Deer College from 1988-1991 and
for one season in 1993-94 when he led the University of Lethbridge to the national
championship. He spent eight years coaching junior hockey in the WHL before moving on to the professional
ranks for 19 seasons, serving behind the bench for the Cincinnati Mighty Ducks, Anaheim Mighty Ducks, Detroit
Red Wings, and Toronto Maple Leafs. He has since served as a hockey analyst with NBC Sports and as a
volunteer advisor with the University of Vermont hockey program.
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SPEAKERS

January 7

CHRIS BEAUDRY
Chris Beaudry was born in Edmonton and raised in Calgary and St Front Sk. He’s a father of
3 young girls, husband to his wife Richelle, and a 4th generation farmer. Chris was an
assistant coach with the 2017/18 Humboldt Broncos, who were tragically involved in the bus
crash that killed 16 players and staff. Since then, Chris has been heavily involved in the field
of mental health and healing. He has helped create the first online mental wellness course for
students, Mental Wellness 30 at the Distance Learning Center in Kenaston. He has worked
with the Canadian Mental Health association in a Peer Support Role and with Prairie Hospice
as a volunteer hospice worker. He currently contributes and facilitates a grief sharing group
he created with his sister and a counsellor based around the teachings of
Dr. Kubler Ross, he speaks publicly on mental health and trauma, and works one on one with clients in a
mentorship role. He has trained under Dr. Gabor Mate, Don Miguel Ruiz, Don Jose Ruiz, Gael Carter & Marilyn
Keefer of The Institution of Shamanic Medicine, and many others in the areas of compassionate inquiry, shamanic
medicines, and non-traditional trauma healing.

TATUM CLAYPOOL
Tatum was born and raised North Battleford, Saskatchewan. After high school, she moved to
B.C to work for an Olympic Equestrian Show Jump Rider where she met a chef and
eventually opened a small 9 table fine dining restaurant overlooking the ocean in Sooke,
B.C. During that time, she completed her Sommelier diploma and spent lots of time in the
kitchen as the Sous Chef . They sold their restaurant 12 years later to a couple that worked
for them and then moved back to North Battleford to be close to family. She is going on 4
years working for Farm Credit Canada as a Relationship Manager in the North Battleford
office. Tatum loves learning about her customer's operations, helping them grow their
business and being a partner they can depend on.

BOB TOSH
Bob Tosh, PAg., FEA, is a Farm and Family Enterprise Advisor with MNP’s Consulting group.
Drawing on his experience in strategic planning, cash flow projections, cost of production
analysis and overall farm business planning, Bob has enhanced farm businesses throughout
Saskatchewan. Through his work with farm families, Bob has become a specialist in family
business succession planning, helping more than 200 families transition to the next
generation. In addition, he has taken the Family Enterprise Advisors Program with the
Sauder School of Business in B.C. and holds the Family Enterprise Advisor (FEA)
designation. As a result of his and other non-farm related work, Bob now helps with the
intergenerational transition of all types of family-owned businesses.
Originally from the U.K., Bob spent his early post-school years working on farms and attending agricultural college.
He then served in the British military before going on to attend university, where he gained a First Class Honors
Degree in Agriculture from the University of Wales in Bangor. After nine years as a Farm Business Advisor in
Scotland, Bob came to Canada with his family in 2008 and joined MNP as part of the Farm Management
Consulting team in northern Saskatchewan. Bob also holds the Professional Agrologist (PAg.) designation and is a
member of the Saskatchewan Institute of Agrologists. He is a member of the Canadian Association of Family
Enterprises (CAFE) and the Institute of Family Enterprise Advisors (IFEA).
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DIAMOND PARTNER
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PLATINUM PARTNERS
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PLATINUM PARTNERS
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GOLD PARTNERS
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GOLD PARTNERS

“The trusted global
marketplace for insights, services, and
transaction solutions for commercial assets”
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SILVER PARTNERS

SILVER PARTNERS
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SILVER PARTNERS
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BRONZE PARTNERS
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BRONZE PARTNERS
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THANK YOU TO OUR
SPONSORS
DIAMOND

Farm Credit Canada

PLATINUM
Ag in Motion
Discovery Farm
Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture
SaskPower

GOLD
AGI
BASF

Ritchie Bros.
Sask Canola

SILVER
Ag-West Bio
Cargill
CJVR
Conexus Credit Union
CORR Grain Systems
Harvard Broadcasting

MNP
Richardson Pioneer
SaskTel
Sask Wheat
Timac Agro Canada
Viterra

BRONZE
APAS
SCIC
Bourgault
SaskEnergy
City of Saskatoon
Scotiabank
Grain Millers
Svenska Builders
Palliser Insurance
Syngenta
Saskatoon Co-op
Wheatland Accounting
Saskatchewan Cattlemen's Association
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