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with special guest Larry Martin 
out of Ontairo. This event will be 
held in Regina, with spots filling up 
fast! Throughout the evenings at 
the event, we will be hosting our 
second ever “Pre-Seeding Social” 
which promises to be a good time! 
Don’t delay- if you are interested in 
attending this event. 
As I am writing this it is +2 and sunny 
out. The days are getting longer and 
the countdown is on till we are in the 
fields again. I wish you all the best 
in the 2016 season, a successful 
calving run, excellent germination 
and timely rains and most of all a 
profitable bottom line. Have a very 
safe and productive spring.

Shawn Mantyka - Chair 
Saskatchewan Young Ag Entrepreneurs

      shawnmantyka@sasktel.net
      @prettylakefarms

What an exciting last few months 
these have been! January and 
February always prove to be a busy 
time for the SYA. The SYA Annual 
Conference, Inspiring Ag Innovation, 
was held on January 7th and 8th in 
Saskatoon. This event was the largest 
conference SYA has had to date and 
this year’s lineup of speakers was 
second to none! All the speakers 
had very engaging presentations 
and everyone in attendance was 
able to take something home with 
them to implement in their own lives 
and operations. There were some 
excellent networking opportunities 
throughout the event which always 
seems to be highlight for many 
in attendance! The feedback we 
received was very positive, and will 
challenge the board to put together 
an even better event in 2017.  
At the end of our conference we held 
our AGM. Again, this year we were 
fortunate to have a number of people 
who considered running for the board 
of directors. I would like to welcome 
back Chris VanCaeseele and Sheldon 
Mattus, who were re-elected to 
participate as board members. I 
would also like to welcome newly 
elected board members Brittany 
Yuzik, Daved Meakin and Joel 
Prosko. Welcome aboard (pun 
obviously intended), I look forward to 
working with you all! I would also like 
to thank Jeff Prosko for his time as 
chair of the SYA. Jeff always brought 
a positive and optimistic attitude to 
the table and left some large shoes 
to fill.  With that, I would like to thank 
the board for their confidence in me 
for this position. I am happy to have 
the opportunity to assist in keeping 
the SYA thriving and expanding. 
On March 29th to 31st we are 
hosting a futures trading workshop 

NEWSLETTER
SPRING

UPCOMING 
SYA EVENTS
March 29-31 – Regina
Futures Trading Workshop 
with Larry Martin

Do you like what the SYA does???

• Tell your friends!    
• Invite your friends to our events!
• Share our posts on Facebook and Twitter!

STAY INFORMED
     @saskyoungag
      Link our page on Facebook
      www.saskyoungag.ca

CONTACT US
     Phone/text: 306-541-3626
      NEW Address: PO Box 37051
      Regina, SK S4S7K3

Is Succession Planning An Issue 
in Your Business? 
  Succession planning is an issue in 
our business, I think that with every 
family farm it is always a challenge 
figuring out what the best way to 
transition is.
What is your favourite part about 
working in the Ag industry? 
  My favourite part about being in the 
Agriculture industry is that I have been 
able to make a career out of something 
that I grew up being a part of and 
that is such a huge part of my family 
history. The people in the industry are 
also awesome and it is fun to develop 
relationships and share experiences.

What are your hobbies? 
  My hobbies include playing 
and watching sports, I play on 
a competitive fastball team in 
Saskatoon and I am also a huge 
Jays fan. I have horses and enjoy 
spending time working with them.
How has being a part of the SYA 
benefitted you?
  Being a member of the SYA has 
benefited me because it is a great 
opportunity to network and to meet 
other young people in the industry. 
The events are always informative 
and relevant which makes them very 
worthwhile. 
What would you like to see the 
SYA do more of?
  I would like to see the SYA 
continue to grow and to adapt 
to the challenges that producers 
are faced with so that the 
events continue to be as well 
attended as they are. 

Vanessa Lawrence 
-Colonsay, SK 

How are you involved in 
the Ag Industry? 

  I work as an agronomist for the 
Saskatoon Co-op and I help my dad 
on our family farm.
What kind of work do you do?
  I work in both sales and agronomy 
with farmers in my territory, south 
of Saskatoon. I get the opportunity 
to work with a variety of farms and 
get to know their businesses. I help 
farmers make important decisions 
related to their crops.
What is your favourite part about 
your job? 
  My favourite part about my job is 
being able to see how other farmers 
manage their operations and the fact 
that I am able to learn from them and 
share my own experiences with them.
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Canadian Young Farmers 
Forum - February 26-29

After coming 
home from 
the CYFF 
conference in 
Vancouver, I 
have never 
been more 
proud to 
be a young 
farmer. It was 
truly amazing 
to see the 

calibre of young people from 
coast to coast that have chosen 
to create their own careers in 
agriculture. One of the highlights 
of the conference was the virtual 
tours of farm operations from 
every province and territory. After 
hearing all the presentations, it 
is evident that agriculture is the 
heartbeat of the nation and the 
entrepreneurial spirit is alive and 
well across the country. I was also 
very impressed to see various 
government officials taking the 
time to attend the conference, 
from municipal councillors to 
our MP’s in Ottawa. It is very 
encouraging to see that this 
up and coming generation of 
agricultural entrepreneurs has the 
attention of the government, and 
we need to keep this momentum 
going strong. In Saskatchewan, 
we have branded ourselves 
as Ag ‘Entrepreneurs’, people 
who share a common passion 
for agriculture, but also the 
business of agriculture. We are 
the innovative people who will 
create the jobs of the future. I 
challenge each of us to reach out 
to our fellow entrepreneurs and 
encourage them to be part of this 
great networking opportunity. I 
want to wish everyone a safe and 
prosperous 2016, and look forward 
to seeing everyone back in Ottawa 
for the 2017 CYFF conference. 

The 13 SYA Representatives 
at CYFF

Back in October, I had the 
opportunity to attend the Future 
Farmers of America Convention & 
Expo in Louisville, Kentucky. CYFF 
partnered with Agriculture & Agri-
Food Canada to promote trade and 
agriculture within Canada and the 
United States. While in Louisville, I 
attended a Canada/US Roundtable 
with members of the American Farm 
Bureau Federation and their Young 
Farmers & Ranchers Committee. 
Great discussion was shared between 
the two groups, highlighting the 
importance of trading relationships 

and the need to continue building 
young farmer relations and dialogue. 
I found the roundtable discussion to 
be informative. As well, I enjoyed time 
spent with other members of their 
board. This relationship is vital in our 
successes as a Canadian industry.

A Message From Your CYFF Saskatchewan Representative
Jody Berglund

CYFF CORNER

Crop Production Show - SYA 
Booth - January 11-14

After four days 
of talking to the 
large crowds at 
Crop Production 
Show (CPS), it 
is apparent that 
the SYA name 
is getting out 
there! Many 
producers and 
ag-entrepreneurs 
are interested in 

the SYA and how it can benefit their 
agribusiness. This public exposure 
has allowed the SYA to grow to 198 
members! This is great news for the 
group. I would like to welcome all of 
the new Members from CPS to the 
organization! This year, the SYA held 

RECAP ON PAST SYA EVENTS RECAP ON PAST SYA EVENTS
Inspiring Ag Innovation Annual 
Conference - January 7-8 

This year 
our Annual 
Conference 
boasted record 
attendance, 
resulting in a 
huge success! 
A social mixer 
kicked off the 
night previous 
for a meet and 
greet. It was 

an honour to host Deputy Minister, 
Alanna Koch as she presented 
about life skills for leadership. Kim 
Gerencser captured the audience’s 
attention on accrual accounting with 
his presentation. Marty Seymour’s 
“Effective Networking” presentation 
sure spareked up the half hour 
networking breaks throughout the 
two days. 
The formal evening dinner banquet 
was an attracrive addition to the 
event. A discussion on “defining 
success in a volatile global 
enviromnet” was moderated by John 
Gormley. Panelists Shaun Haney, 
Marty Seymour, Jeff Prosko, and 
Grant Dyck created a great discusion 
environment! 
Day two of the Conference included 
Megan Madden on social media 
training, requirements for spray drift 
by Tom Wolf, and taxation tips and 
traps by Merle Good. Merle shared 
the most important ratios as key 
indicators, when making sound 
business decisions on the farm. 
Grant Dyck concluded the day by 
sharing his family’s farm business 
successes through a video produced 
by a team using drones. 
To wrap up the Conference the AGM 
was held, along with elections for the 
2016 Board of Directors. I would like 
to congratulate Shawn Mantyka as 
the new Chairman of the Board, as 
well as say a farewell to Jeff Prosko 
for his dedication and leadership to 
the SYA organization. 

Jody Berglund
Secretary

Chris VanCaeseele
Treasurer

Daved Meakin
Board Member

a contest to win concert tickets! The 
contest was open to any individual 
that renewed their SYA membership 
or to brand new members. The 
winners were: Monday- Jarred 
Wright, Tuesday- Adam Ornawka, 
Wednesday- Miranda Emigh, and 
Thursday- Mike Ector. The SYA would 
like to congratulate the winners!!! I 
look forward to seeing everyone at 
our upcoming events!


